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' THE GOURD OF _ | 
CREATURE. COMFORT 
nr. 


But God prepared a Worm when the Morn- 
ing roſe the next Day, and it ſmate the 
Gourd that it withered, JONAH iv. 7. 


HE book of Jonah is one of the 
. moſt aſtoniſhing pieces of ancient 
hiſtory ; as inſtructive as it is marvellous. 
Some of the very intereſting incidents re- 
corded in it, I ſhall a little point out to my 
reader; and may that holy ſpirit, by which 
it was indicted; make it life to the ſouls 
of both writer and reader, The 
1ſt Inſtance which I ſhall note, is that 
very awful proof of human depravity, in 
God's own people, recorded in the caſe of 
Jonah. God commanded Jonah 70 ar iſe and go 
to NIN EVEN, that great city, and cry againſt 
itz becauſe the iniquity of its inhabitants was 
come. up to heaven before God “. But Jo- 
nah, far from obeying the word: of the 
Lord, reſolved to ſecure his own honour, 


and let God ſend by whom he would 


lend; though, at the ſame time, it was 
at the expence of his conſcience, and at 


* Jonah i. 2, 
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4 The CANKER WORM. 
the hazard of the- divine diſpleaſure. He 
knew, that the Lord is gracious, and mer- 


ciful, flow to anger, and of great kind. 


neſs, and repenteth him of the evil de- 


nounced “. And he might alſo, by the 


ſpirit of prophecy, foreſee, that the Nine- 
vites would repent at his preaching ; that of 
courſe they ſhould not be deſtroyed, ac- 
cording to his prophecy; conſequently that 


he ſhould by many be accounted a falſe 


prophet. People might have ſaid, Jo- 
nah propheſied the deſtruction of Nineveh; 
but ſee, Nineveh is as flouriſhing as ever.“ 
But this diſgrace was inſufferable to the 
unmortified ſpirit of the prophet; there- 
fore; inſtead of Nineveb, he tam to Tar- 
ſhiſh, in order to eſcape the preſence of 
his God, , 

Even after God had caſt him into the 
depth of the ſea, and kept him in cloſe 
durance in the fiſh's belly, forced him, as 


it were, to obey, he. could not ſubmit to 
the merciful conduct of his maker; but 


- valued his own reputation more than that 


city, in which were more than fix-ſcore 


. thouſand infants and ideots, who knew 
not the right hand from the left. Even 


juſtifies his rebellion, and tells God to his 


face, that he does well to be angry with 
his conduct. Yet, with all this ſtrong cor- 
* Jonah iv. 2. 7 

| b ruption 
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ruption and ſhameleſs ſelf-veneration, To- 
nah knew how to call, even from the belly 
of hell, in ſuch a manner, as to be heard 
and regarded in the higheit heavens ; and 
whilſt impriſoned in the deep, to declare 
that ſalvation is only of the Lord “. 

2. If Jonah's corruption 1s.ſo very con- 
ſpicuous, the mercy of God is yet more ſo 
both as it reſpects Jonah and the Nine- 
vites. It was, indeed, amazing, that the 
Almighty did not plunge the rebellious 

rophet into the ocean of his unalterable 
diſpleaſure, inſtead of chaſtiſing him in 
the manner recorded in the hiſtory. Inſtead 
of chaſtiſing him with the whip of pater- 
nal anger, and fatherly reſentment, he did 
not caſt him down amongſt the ſcorpions of 
the bottomleſs pit. Inſtead of being in- 
tombed for three days and nights in the 
belly of the fiſh, he was not forever buried 
in unalterable perdition. But the hiſtory 
of Jonah ſhews, that there is redemption 
with God, that he may be feared ; and 
mercy for offenders, that their prayer may 
be encouraged. 2 . 

Nor was that mercy ſhewn to the Nine- 
vites, on their repentance at the preaching 
of Jonah, leſs illuſtrious. For even Jo- 
nah, whoſe good name was fo very dear to 
him, was obliged at laſt to obey, and 
Jonah ii. g. 

A 3 preach . 
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888 unto them the preaching he was 
idden; and notwithſtanding the ſtrength 
of his corruptions, to cry againſt Nineveh 
That, which he very well knew, or at leaſt 
| 2 ſuſpected, would not be fulfilled. 
He had not gone over more than a third 
part of the city, before the doleful pro- 
phecy reached the court, carrying convic- 
tion wherever it was publiſhed. ' All ranks 
and degrees of men received the word of 
the Lord, turned from their evil ways, re- 
pented in duſt, and ſolemnly faſted before 
l/ God, with a view to deprecate the threat- 
| ened judgment, and propitiate the deity. 
| He beheld their humiliation, he accepted 
| their perſons and -repentance, and ſpared 
| Nineveh, that great city, in which were 
| not fo few as ſix ſcore thouſand ſouls, who 
| knew not their right hand from their left , 
| all of whom, with every inhabitant, were 
| by Jonah's preaching- doomed to juſt de- 
| ſtruction. r 
l 3. We ſee what abſolute obedience God 
| requires of all his prophets, and people in 
general; admitting none of them into his 
council, or ſufferinz them with impunity 
to controvert his commandments. ' Jonah 
thought, as God was ſo very mercifully 
| diſpoſed, that it were better not to ſend 
ſuch a poſitive threatening ;z therefore he 
did not like that preaching which God had 


bidden . 


| 
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bidden him preach. For his own part, 
he did not chooſe to riſk his reputation as a 
prophet, for the ſake of Nineveh, had 
there been double the number of people in 
it; therefore, if God was reſolved to ſend 
ſuch a peremptory threatening, it ſhould . 
be by another prophet. But who, ever har- 

dened himſelf againſt God and proſpered ? 

Not Jonah. For God is as peremptory in 

commanding, as Jonah is in his refuſah 

and now. in this ſtruggle it remains to 

ſhew, upon whoſe fide victory declares, 

herſelf. Jonah is determined not to go 1 
with any ſuch preaching, and God is de- 
termined that Jonah ſhall be his meſſenger 
to deliver that very meſſage, and no other. 
Jonah embarks to flee by ſea from the 
land of Ifrael ; God rides upon a cherub, 
and on the wings of the wind does fly, in 
purſuit of the fugitive prophet. The 
winged gales are not able to convey the veſ- 
ſel ſo faſt, but that it is overtaken by Je- 
hovah in his cloudy chariot, riding velo- 
. ciouſly in the rapid ſtorm, deſigned as the 
meſſenger of Jonah's arreſt. He would | 
needs to ſea, to eſcape from the preſence of | 6 
his God; but he ſhall now be convinced, in 
that God is the God of the ſea, as well as 
of the dry land; for God will puniſh. him 
by that in which he put his truſt, and 
meet him in an undeſirable DOOR: 


me CANKER WORM. 


he is leaſt of all expected. The ſhip in 
which he fails is arreſted; and all the ſkill 
of her crew is not ſufficient to bring her to 
a port of ſafety, To lighten her burden, 
the cargoe is caſt overboard, but nothing 
will appeaſe the raging ocean, till Jonah 
himſelt is caſt into its deeps. Tis done 
with fear and ſolemnity the prophet is caſt 
out at his own requeſt. For Jonah, who 
but juſt before would rather let Nineveh 
periſh, than riſk his own reputation; now, 
touched with a ſenſe of his fin, chooſeth 
rather to die, than this little company 
ſhould periſh on his account “. Such a dit- 
Ference is there between the diſpoſition of a 
perſon when he is, from when he is not un- 
der an humbling ſenſe of his ſinfulneſs. 
God prepared a voracious monſter of 
the deep, of what ſpecie I pretend not to 
day; and to its care he commended his of- 
fending prophet, till he ſhould redemand 
him, which he did at the end of the third 
day, when this monſtrous guardian deli- 
vered him again ſafe into the cuſtody of 
his God tf. Jonah once more brought to 
ſee the light of the ſun, receives the ſame 
2 command; ariſe, go unto 
ineveh that great city, and preach unto 
it the preaching that I bid thec. la- 
ving ſuch a recent proof of God's ſuperior 
Jonah i. 12, 15, t Ch, ii, 10. f Ch. iii. 2. 
A '* | | power, 
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power, whatever reluctance he inwardlyex- 
perienced, he durſt not provoke the divine 
diſpleaſure by a ſecon4 refuſal; therefore 
he aroſe and went to' Nineveh, according 
to the word of the Lord“. / | 

4. This prophecy teaches us, that God's 
diſpenſations may vary, and be different 
from his threatening, without any change 
taking place in his nature or purpoſe. Jo- 
nah knew. very well, that it was the pur- 
pole of God to have mercy upon offend- 


ing Nineveh; and that as he could not, 


conſiſtent with his own honour, ſhew them 
mercy without their repentance, his preach- 
ing was deſigned to produce that effect up- 


on them, and bring them to that repen- 


tance, which ſhould be the preſervation of 
their city. It is clear from this, that God 


who ſheweth mercy, provided for the Ni- 


nevites the means of inſtruction, and by 
his own bleſſing upon the miniſtry of the 
word, brought them to that repentance 
which is acceptable to him, and juſtifies his 
perfections in the emanations of his mercy. 
How fooliſh and abſurd are the lofty vota- 
nes for human agency, in adducing this 
hiſtory, to ſhew that the immutable God 


.doth. alter his purpoſes, as a change paſſeth 


on the conduct of his creatures, ſeeing a 
change for the better is entirely from himſelf. 
Jonah iii, 3. 

1 


5. We 


* 
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5, We ſee that God ſo wiſely governs 
his Kingdom, that even in his very puniſh- 
ment of the rebellions of his people, he 
inveſteth them with honour ; ſo little is 
his goodneſs dependant on human worthi- 
neſs. Who could have thought, when 
the monſter ſwallowed the prophet Jonah, 
that, in that very tranſaction, God was 
making him an eminent type of his Son's 
burial and reſurrection. Such a ſtriking 
ty pe as the ſcriptures record none beſides, 
and honourably quoted by Jeſus himſelf, 
as his anti-type.. ' Aſtoniſhing goodnels ! 


That Jonah, peeviſh and fretful Jonah, 


quarrelſome and rebellious Jonah, ſhould, 
in the very act and puniſhment of his re- 
bellion, be made an illuſtrious type of the 
Saviour of the world. O grace, how in- 
dependant art thou! O mercy, how ama- 
zing is thy way! Paſt, infinitely ſurpaſſing 
the utmoſt reach of human ſkill. Un- 
ſearchable beyond degree are all thy won- 
drous and myſterious ways. My foul adore 
thou the incomprehenſible abyſs, whence 
is all thy hope. Wonder and admire, 
that which erernity itſelf will leave unta- 
thomed and inadequately expounded. 
Amazing tranſit was that of Jonah: from 
the belly of the ſea-born monſter, to the 


-throne'of the Lamb. V aſt was the delive- 


rance z and moſt aſtoniſhing the change. 
8 | | Jonah 
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onah ſurely ſounds a tuneful harp, and 
— proclaims his dear Redeemer's praiſe 
emulous in - ſong, he will ſuffer none to 
outdoe him in loftineſs of ſtrain; none 
more zoyfully to hymn the great Creator, 
Theſe are {ome of the general leſſons we 
are taught in this ſacred prophecy ; 1 ſhall 
now briefly note the contents of the chap- 
ter in which my text lies, in order the bet- 
ter to clear the way to my intended ſubject. 

1. We find Jonah exceedingly diſplea- 
ſed; very angry indeed at God's mercitul 
conduct towards Nineveh. Strange it is 
to find ſuch a diſpoſition in a man, as 
to be angry, very angry, at the preſer- 
vation of his fellow creatures. Stranger 


God; but ſtrangeſt of all to find it in a pro- 
phet, who moſt evidently was acquainted 
with the mind and will of God. This, if 
any thing will, may ſhew us, that the old 
nature, or carnal heart, is enmity-againſt 
God; and that it is not taken away, nei- 
ther abſolutely ſubdued, even in real be- 
lievers. , | 

2. Jonah reaſons with God againſt his 
merciful conduct towards Nineveh, that 
great city; and in the heat of his angry 
impatience, he wants to die. I know that 
thou art a gracious God, and metciful, 
flow to anger, and of great kindneſs, and 
re- 


ſill, to find it in a ſaint and ſervant of 


«2 Th CAN KER WORM. 
repenteſt thee of the evil. Therefore now, 


O Lord, take, 1 beſeech thee, my life a 
from me; for it is better to die than to C 
live.“ q. d. Ah Lord! by ſhewing v 
mercy to repenting Nineveh, thou haſt at 
ruined my reputation for eyer. Thou haſt ſe 
robbed me of my good name, the loſs of A 
which I cannot ſurvive. It is better to be jo 
hid in the grave, than to live and ſuſtain of 
the infamy which this affair has brought m. 
upon me. I cannot live to be counted a W6 
falſe prophet. | = 4 

-. God rebukes Jonah's impatience in ſuch It 
gentle terms, doſt thou well to be an- ſer; 
gry ;” that the prophet ſeems as if he had by 
conceived ſome hope, that God for his ſake anc 
might yet deſtroy the city; therefore he all 
fled from it, and waited the iſſue in pain- imp 
ful ſuſpence. He went out of it to ſhun nat 
the danger, in caſe his prophecy ſhould be 6 


fulfilled, that he himſelf ſhould not periſh 
in the general deſtruction; and to avoid 
the reproach of having propheſied- falſely, 
in bv the prediction ſhould not be ful- 
filled. N 
Nie made him a booth, and reſted un- 
der its ſnade; and to make it more com- 
fortable, God covered it with a gourd, 
which he cauſed to ſpring up in a night; 
and Jonah was exceeding glad becauſe of 
the gourd. Perhaps from this friendly in- 

522 | 3 terpoſition 
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ion of divine Providence in prepa- 
ring the gourd, gathering freſh hope, that 
Goa for his ſake would ſtill deſtroy Nine- 
veh; But as Jonah's grief had been carnal 
and rebellious, ſo now his joy was merely 
ſenſual, the exceſs of which it behoved the 
Almighty to curb; in as much as carnal 

is to the full as fatal to the true intereſts 
2 the Chriſtian, as ſinful fretfulneſs and 
murmuring. Therefore God prepared a 
worm, "when the morning was up the next 
day, and it ſmote the gourd that it withered, 
It is not my intent either to trouble my 
ſerious, or to gratify my curious reader, 
by enquiring into the immediate, natural, 
and phyſical cauſes of theſe phenomena; 
all aim at in this diſcourſe being a moral 


improvement of the ſubject. The doctrine 


naturally ariſing from the words, is, 

« That as mankind in general are apt, like 
Jonah, to delight to fit under the ſhadow of 
a gourd, God hath very wiſeiy, and in great 
love, ordained a worm at the root of os 
gourd of creature-delight and comfort, by 
which means be drives his people to a mere 
excellent dwelling-place, and more certain 
dependance.” 

In the opening and illuſtrating this prac- 
tical truth, I ſhall | 

1. Point out ſome things, in which 
ple are * to promiſe themſelves great 

| B pleaſure 


The CANKER WORM. 
pleaſure. and -ſatisfaftion-z. and which, in 
the event, evidently appear to be no bet- 
ter than Jonah's withered gourd. 

2. Shew that. there is a canker worm at 
the root of every gourd, and blaſting in 
every creature delight. 

3. Point out a ſuitable antidote againſt 
the poiſon of this ſmiting worm. 

4. Draw ſome inferences from the doc- 
trine. 

I. Point out ſome things, in the enjoy- 
ment of which people are apt to promiſe 
themſelves great pleaſure and ſatisfaction; 
but which, in the end, appear to be in re- 
ality of no more uſe and value to them, 

than Jonah's gourd was to him; yielding 
only a gleam of momentary joy. To ſpe- 

cify them all, would be both tedious to me 
and my reader; I ſhall therefore mention 


only ſuch as are moſt obvious and common. . 


1. Riches muſt needs have the firſt place 
in our catalogue; as moſt people are of 
opinion, that could they but attain them, 
much ſatisfaction, pleaſure and delight 
might be derived from the enjoyment of 


them; but the contrary has been frequent- 


ly proved by the event. He that walks on 
toot, would be much happier could he at- 
ford to keep a horſe; he that rides on 
horſeback; would {till be much, more happy 
could he but afford to ride in Carriage 
c 
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he that does keep his carriage and pair, 
with one foot man, - ſees great felicity in a 
coach and ſix, and a numerous retinue, 
He that begins the world upon nothing, 
would be quite delighted could he but call 
a few hundreds his own ; he who has his 
hundreds, {till fees great pleaſure in being 
able to call ſo many thouſands his own 


property; and he that hath his thouſands, 


could he but multiply them by a tenfold 
proportion, ſuppoſes that he ſhould reach 


the utmoſt pitch of human happineſs. Yet 
after all, it has never been known, that 


riches give ſleep to the eyes, nor peace to 
the weary” heart; and at beſt, if truſted 
in, or in any way unduely regarded, prove 
bur as Jonah's gourd, ſmitten -at the root, 
and cloathed only with withered leaves. 

- Riches, like the eaſtern gourd, very of- 
ten ſpring up in the night, without any 


toil or induſtry of our own, to ſhew the 


ſovereignty of that divine Providence, 
whoſe it is to make rich, and to make poor. 
Hence you ſhall find ſome, now flowing in 
affluence, who but a very little while agone, 
were hid in obſcurity, and ſurrounded with 
indigence. And like the ſame gourd we ſhall 
ee riches frequently periſhing in a night. 
How frequently do we ſee the fruits of 
many years induſtry, ſwept away in the 
ſhorrelt ſpace . imaginable, to. ſhew that 
| | B 2 God 
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God only is the proper object of human 
truſt and dependance? They are-fooliſh, 
indeed, who truſt more or leſs to uncertain 
riches, ſeeing they make to themſelves wings 
and flee away, and in their flight, like the 
fugitive. Spartans, leave only wounds be- 
hind them; My reader may aſſure himſelf, 
that the ruſtick ſwain can eat, can ſleep, 
yea, can even die, with as much peace and 
compoſure of mind, in his humble cot- 
tage, as the moſt magnificent prince can 
do in a palace the moſt ſuperb. And till 
it can be made apparent, that riches can 
make the head lie more eaſily on the dying 
pillow, it will be difficult to prove, that 
they are at all, more or leſs, worthy of 
the Chriſtian's purſuit. If you deem a pe- 
riſhing gourd matter of exceeding joy, you 
may rejoice in growing riches with equal, 
but not with greater propriety. 
2. Some others are as much enamoured 
with belly delights. Give them but coſtly 
viands, and well flavoured wines, they do 
not very much envy the miſer his wealth. 
The children of Iſrael, when they got firſt 
into the barren deſart, thought that they 
could very well be contented with bread; 
but when they had obtained bread, ſuch 
as was never eaten by any other people, 
they placed their ſupreme felicity in the 
obtaining of fleſh, Could they but Rn 
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fleſh to eat, they could be as comfortable 
in the wildernefs, as elſewhere. But with- 
dur it, they could not be happy, as their 
whole minds run upon eating of fleſh. 
God, in a day of rebuke, gave them fleſn 
till they were gorged with it; fleſh that de- 
ſtroyed the fatteſt of them. The volup- 
tuary, whoſe God is his belly, and whofe 
glorying is in the reliſhing ſauces, has a 
vorm perpetually gnawing at the root of 
his gourd. Nature, inadequate to its of- 


tice,” cannot fully compleat its concoction 


of the rich and reliſhing diſhes, with which 
ir was furcharged, before it is gorged afreſh 
with more; mſomuch that the voluptua *s 
although fed with furtle, has not half thi 
Pra of eating at his feaſt; as the la- 
uring ſwain enjoys in his bread and cheeſe, 
his hung beef, or ruſty bacon. Hence ariſe 
many of the 'diforders, which attend our 
flannelled gentlemen, and hyſteric ladies. 
For a long train of diſeaſes, followed ap 
by death itſelf, conſtantly await the dwel- 
lings of luxury and debauch | 
Thoſe gentry may glory, as much as they 
pleaſe,” in the richneſs of their entertzin- 
ments; but I could wiſh them to conſider, 
that their life is altogether brutal; and 
tat brutes of a rank inferior to theirs, en- 
joy more exquiſite pleaſure in eating and 
drinking, than the voluptuaty in ordinary 
Fa | B 3 can 
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can poſſibly do. Juſt above, I compared 
the voluptuary to the country ruſtic, and 
ſhewed what advantage the latter has aver 
the former, but I retract the inequitable 
compariſon, / as doing diſhonour to the 
honeſt and healthy ſwain, to be compared 
with thoſe belly worſhippers; thoſe invi- 
ters of | ghaſtly diſeaſe. We may. find 
among the brutal ranks; thoſe who may 
more fitly be compared to this BEAST or 
REASON, Who, if not loſt entirely to com- 
mon ſenſe, may know that the horſe and 
aſs reliſh their oats, and the very hog his 
acorns, every whit as well as an alderman 
does his turtle, and enjoys them with as 
keen a guſt. 

3. Some, from whom it bath pleaſed 
God to withhold the fruit of the body, 
are vain enough to ſuppoſe, that happi- 
neſs depends gteatly in having children 
given them; even to ſuppoſe, that to be 
without them, is not ſo ſoon to be choſen 
as death itſelf ; therefore their cry is with 
Rachel, Give mo children or elſe I die.” 
Bur this does not always anſwer the pa- 
rent's expectatiqb ; for it may happen, 
that RAacHEL,, ho cannot live without 
children, may have them given to her, but 
ne ver live to enjoy them. It was ſo with 
the ſpouſe of the Patriach, and it has been 
9 TIE many i who, like her, could 

not 
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1 not live without children, and unto whom 
14 the very gratification of their deſires was 
T mortal. | : | i 
e Beſides, many have lived to enjoy the 
e children for whom they have been ſo very 
d anxious, but have been very far from hav- 
1 ing that pleaſure in them, with which 
id they might once have flattered themſelves. 
ay David had but very little pleafure in his 
OF beautiful ſon Abſalom ; Solomon in Re- 
m- hoboam; Iſaac in Eſau, or Abraham in 
nd Iſhmael. The contrary to the parents 


hopes and expectations, very often takes 
place with reſpect to children; which 


as ought to make thoſe, to whom they are de- 
nied, well ſatisfied in their circumſtances 
ſed of . ſterility. Many a parent, who has 
dy, lived to be the grieved witneſſes of the vi- 
ppi cious conduct of his children, not to men- 
ren tion their untimely end, fo very ſhocking. 
be to parental feelings, would be truly glad, 
olen if it had been the pleaſure of God to have 
with wrote them down childleſs. Yet all theſe 
die” fad and melancholy inſtances, are not ſuf- 
pa- ficient to reſtrain 2 from forming 
pen, high expectations from the enjoyment of 
hout children. For my own part, I freely con- 
but ſeſs, that my temptations lic in the con · 
with —e extreme, and are as groundleſs as 
becn thoſe Lam cenſuring, barring the general 
-ould depravity of all human hearts, and the 
not many 
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many temptations to which youth are ex- 
poſed, in ſuch a wn as this of 
our own. | 
4. HUMAN ESTEEM: is another gourd, 
under which the ſons of men are apt to 
elter themſelves. But he . muſt be very 
little acquainted with depraved humanity, 
who can be exceedingly joyful becauſe of 
this gourd, any more than the former, 
Had 1 really the eſteem of my contempo- 
raries z. that would be no proof at all of 
my perſonal. merit, for I cannot as yet be- 
lieve, that the voice of the people is the 
voice of God; ſeeing Herod, who had the 
voice of the people for his divinity, was 
not deified notwithſtanding, but ſmote 
with a vermicular diſeaſe. Who had ever 
more eſteem than Alexander the Great ? 
And who was ever a greater-villain, a 
greater enemy to Adam's poſterity, * 
that Macedonian madman; mad with am- 
bition and avarice? If the world judged 
of characters according to their intrinſic 
merit, it would be worth while to court its 
approbation; but if che public taſte is ſo 
vaciated,- that a pea is preferred to a peall, 
and a pebble to a diamond; if knaves are 
ſupported by public applauſe, and virtue 
is groaning in chains; if ſelf-ſeeking vil- 
laigs can out. wit public wiſdom, and mo- 
on piety and worth cannot gan attention; 


are 


/ 
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are the ſuffrages of the public at all to be 

accounted of .by the Chriſtian ? | 
He who was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 
and ſeparate from ſinners ; he who went 
about continually doing good, and ſpent 
his whole life in ſeeking the welfare of loſt 
ſinners, could never obtain the public eſ- 
teem. I[f the voice of the public, even 
the patriotic public, concerning the Re- 
deemer of mankind, be, away with him, 
erucify bim, crucify bim;“ who that loves 
his immaculate per ſon; who that has cor- 
dially taken up his croſs with him, would . 
be ſanguine about it? Who that has felt 
the power of his reſurrection, and enjoys 
the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, would de- 
part from the path of known duty, in or- 
der to obtain public regard? . 
What, my friend, if thy name, and the 
hiſtory of thy heroic actions, are not re- 
corded on monumental marble, nor en- 
graven on hiſtoric braſs, if they ſtand le- 
gible in the annals of heaven, and are re- 
corded in the book of the lamb; hadſt 
thou now the eſteem of the populace, how 
uncerta:n its continuance? Nothing more 
uncertain than the public voice. Thoſe 
very tongues which now cried out againſt 
the Redeemer, © away with him, crucify * 
him, crucify him, were ſinging to him, 


but a very little while ago, Hoſannah in the 


higheſt.“ 


996 * 


22 The CANKER WORM. 
higheſt,” '' The very men, the Ly/iriens, 
who were for ſacrificing to Paul as a god, 
not long after ſtoned him for dead, though 
their purpoſe was defeated by his kind pre- 
ſerver. We might deſcend to tumes more 
modern, and point out an Engliſh com- 
moner, who was not only the wonder of 
Europe, but could do with his own nation 
what he pleaſed, within but a ſhort period, 
ſunk ſo low, as entirely to loſe public con- 
fidence and eſteem. How little then, is 
the voice of the multitude to be regarded? 
That weather: cock multitude, who beſtow 
their praiſes for they know not what; and 
for as little reaſon retract them? Let every 
believer ſeek the praiſe which comes from 
God, and live above the caprice of human 
humour. For of human praiſe it may truly 
be: faid, it is often gained without in- 
trinſic merit; therefore ſeldom long re- 
tained: always · precarious; got on a ſud- 
den, and loſt on a ſudden. 

5. Connections in ſocial life are as ano- 
ther gourd, under which people are very 
apt to promiſe themſelves great joy and 
pleaſure: but nothing can be more preca- 
rious and uncertain, Nothing more flect- 
ing and tranſitory; yea, nothing more 
likely to produce effects quite oppoſite, 
All the delight ariſing from theſe connec- 
tions, is likely to be as Jonab's joy, boy 
| | | - 
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of ſhort duration. Thoſe whom we have 


depended upon as the greateſt bleſſing, 
have often proved the greateſt affliction 
and croſs. | 
Chriſtian people, in communion one 
with another, are apt to form themſelves 


ff into a carnal cabal. So friendly and ſo- 
n ciable is this little knot of people, that 
d, they can ſcarcely live a day without each 
n- other's company; and ſo free too, that 
1s they muſt mutually impart the whole of 
d: their family concerns unto each other. By 
OW theſe means, they reciprocally put them- 
nd ſelves, in a great meaſure, into each other's 
ery power; fo that when the difference does 
om happen among them, as happen it will, 
nan ſooner or later, they are capable of doing 
-uly the moſt fatal miſchief to each other's re- 
in- putation; and of being more injurious 
re- enemies, than ever they were comfortable 
ſud- friends. This perſonal friendſhip is mere- 
ly carnal, and has no foundation in the 

ano- goſpel of Jeſus; and therefore it is like 
very every thing elſe which is carnal, tranſitory, 
and and of very ſhort duration; in the end fa- 
CEC» 


tal to the peace of every party of the ca- 
fleet bal. Perſons thus linked together, muſt 
more walk very circumſpectly, not to give mu- 
zoſite, tual jealouſy; for the leaſt degree of un- 
nnec· common regard let fall upon one, is inter- 
y, but preted à ſlight put upon another; ſo _ 

h this 


joice in their own goodneſs, as Jonah did 
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this kind of friendſhip has a certain afflic- 
tion, inſeparably connected with it, and is t 
of that ſpecie of evils, which are their { 
- own puniſhments. Chriſt would have all 0 
who bear his image equally regarded, ſo | 
far as his image is equally viſible upon tl 
them, and ſo far as this rule is departed Ol 
from, all friendſhip is of a carnal or world- bi 
ly nature, and injurious to the kingdom ge 
and intereſt of the Redeemer. | W 
6. Truſt in meer out ward ordinances, is it, 
another gourd, under the ſhadow of which ſpe 
mankind are prone to act. Man is 2 ha. 
reaſonable being, and as ſuch he knows, wh 
that ſome kind of worſhip is due to his the 
Creator; but the ſpirituality of that wor- con 
ſhip never occurs to his mind, before his car] 


heart is affected by the agency of grace. is d 
They put on an external ſhew of godlineſs, 
take up a meer form of religion, and re- 


in his gourd. The formaliſt is ſober and ing 
temperate, virtuous and juſt, and religious adva 
too in his own way; for he deſires to flee But 


from the wrath to come, like that young 
Jewiſh gentleman who came to Jeſus, en- 
quiring the way to eternal life; and who, 
notwithſtanding, refuſed it when explained 
to him, becauſe it Was very oppoſite to his 
preſent intereſts and inclinations. Under 
this gourd many fit with joy, as if it * 

45 the 
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the living vine, until God prepare a worm 
to ſmite its root, ſo that its leaves become 


ſhrivelled, and no longer render their booth 
comfortable. 8 | 


0 This is one of the lying refuges, which 
8 the prophet has doomed to deſtruction; 
d one of the ſandy foundations which muſt 
4. be razed, in order to our enjoyment of the 
hs goſpel hope. God hath ordained, that all 
who Kindle a fire, and walk in the light of 
10 it, all who compaſs themſelves about with 
ich ſparks, which they have kindled, ſhall 
FA have nothing but anguiſh of heart . Hence 
4A when diſeaſe and a, death-bed approach, 
pie their religion is gone, it yields them no 
e comfort; like the morning cloud, and the 
wel early dew, it is paſſed away, and the ſoul 
os is deſtitute of an aſſy lum of ſafety, What 
ay is all the religion of the formaliſt, but as 
7 the hungry man's dream He dreams 
pry that be eats and drinks. They dream of do- 
ye" ing God good ſervice, and of reaping great 
den advantage from the fruit of their labours. 
6 gee But when the dreamer awakes, his foul 


8 is empty, he is faint and hath appetite. 
Ct So it 44 with the formaliſt ; when — ron . 
ele to himſelf, he finds his ſoul empty of all 
lained that g90ds of which he once conſidered 
<= himſelf the ſubject. What an alarming 
Under awakening out of his dream had Paul, that 
it were | * Hai,l, 11. 1 Chap. xxix. 8. 
- G moſt 
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-moſt zealous and moſt accompliſhed forma. 
-Iiſt ? How great his ſurprize, when he found 
himſelf, with all the ardour of his zeal, 
to be fighting” againſt God? That, with 
all his ſtrict religion, he had never ſo much 


as been accounted to pray; but held, as 
- ftanding on a level with, if not in a more 


dreadful ſituation, than the moſt abandon. 
ed miſcreant, or the blindeſt Pagan, who 
never heard of the promiſed Mxss IAR. 
Wretched is the hypocrite's hope, which 
muſt periſh ſooner or later. No hope can 
triumph over the horrors of death and the 
—— beſides that which has Chriſt alone 


- 


for its immoveable foundation; bis riſes 
to heaven, and is full of immortality; 


that eventually gives place to horror, and 

everlaſting deſpair. | 
7. Even Chriſtian people are apt to form 
too high expectations from their relation 
£0a:goſpel'church, not conſidering that it 
is compoſed of fallible, imperfe& men 
and women. And hence ariſe many temp- 
tations, doubtings, and queſtionings in 
the mind, on diſcovering imperfections in 
the conduct of church members. Nay, 
it may even happen, that relation to a 
goſpel church, may be ſo far from leſſen- 
ing, as to increaſe your trouble; and yet 
your abſtaining from church fellowſhip, 
would by the ſcripture be deemed m af- 
| ront 
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front: to the Redeemer, and an avoiding of 
his Croſs. If every individual was to exa - 
mine cloſcly into his own imperfection, and 
place his fellows but on a level with him- 
ſelf, he would ſee little cauſe to wonder at 
all the imperfection which diſcovers itſelf in 
militant churches. And if every member 
were to expect no more from others, than 
he thinks may reaſonably be expect- 


ed from himſelf, he would rather la- 


ment the — incapacity to do well, 
than be offended at any thing which may 
happen to have been done amiſs. But a 


neglect of theſe rules is frequently fatal to 


our own, as well as the peace of others; 
and therefore an evil, which ought to be 
guarded againſt, I ſhall now, 

II. Shew, that at the root of every 
gourd, there is a canker worm, whoſe en- 
venomed bite ſmiteth it that it withereth. 
It was ſo in the type. Jonah's delight in 
his gourd could not preſerve it from wi- 
thering; it is univerſally ſo. in the anti- 
type; God hath prepared a worm at the 
root of every gourd, having determined 
that his people ſhall truſt only in himſelf, 
as revealed in the ſcriptures, as manifeſted 
in the fleſh of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. And, 
indeed, what object ſo fit to be truſted as 
our good and faithful Creator? Surely he 


2 tha. 
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that made us has the beſt right to our un- 
reſerved confidence. 
1. Riches, that beautiful and attractive 
urd, under the ſhadow of which moſt 
people would be glad to fit, proclaims 
aloud its own infaſſiciency, and fays, 
« bappineſs is not in me.” But the voice 
is not believed, till its truth is expe- 


rienced. Contrary to the voice of reaſon 


and revelation, people will perſuade them- 
ſelves that much happineſs.muſt needs be 
enjoyed under this gourd z in compariſon 
of what can be enjoyed from under its ſha- 
dow, | What diligent application? What 
riſing early and fitting up late? What 

ſting to and from. market, to buy and 
ell, and get gain, is there amongſt man- 
kind? What neglecting of the belt things, 
in order to increaſe wealth, is to be met 
with even amongſt profeſſors. How com- 
fortable would the man be, could he but 
get his gourd into a condition flouriſhing 
enough? But let him have, his will, and 
procure, if it were poſſible, enough of 
worldly riches ; let his booth be ever ſo 
elegant, and his gourd of the fineſt ver- 
dure, he ſhall not eſcape the gnawings of 
the canker worm. 

A ſecret conviction of neglect of duty, 
ſtruggling with his anxious care, as 3 
worm, preys upon his vitals, and drinks 


up 
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up his ſpirits. He is convinced that it is 
his duty to deal with a liberal hand, in 
portion to his increaſe, but his niggard- 
7 will not ſuffer him to obey the hea- 
venly monitor. He is conſtantly on his 
watch againſt being over-reached in trade 
by day, or robbed by villains in the night. 
His mind is perpetually on the rack, plod- 
ding how to get more, and how effectually 
to ſecure to himſelf what he has gotten. 
Yet can he not eſcape certain lofles and 
diſappointments that reach his very heart. 
And beſides all this, the melancholy re- 
flection that he ſhall not live for ever. 
How great the fall of the rich man, when 
he drops into the narrow grave? But 
greater far when he drops into hell. b 
He that increaſeth riches increaſeth ſor- 
row, is a propoſition but little believed, 
notwithſtanding the doctrine of infallibility. 
Were it believed, is it poſſible that men 
would ſo eagerly court their own miſery 2 
And after they have got both riches and 
ſorrow enough, continue intenſely thirſt- 
ing for more. What wringings of heart 
does the rich man paſs through, when one 
after another breaks in his debt, and ſtrips 
him of his property. Theſe are anxieties 
from which the boſom of the poor man is 
exempted. Sorrows reſerved ſolely to 
men of property, and from which very 
C 2 few, 
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few, if any, of that character are exempt- 
ed. Wiſe and becoming was Augur's ſin- 
gular petition, equally deprecating both 
riches and poverty, becauſe equally dan- 
gerous to mental peace, and perſonal inte- 
rity, But how few ingenuouſly tread the 
ootſteps of that pious man, and diſcover 
the ſame holy contempt of earthly riches ? 
That they profit not in the day of wrath, 
we readily aſſent to in our judgment; but 
our affections and practice are apt to main- 
tain a conſtant war with our underſtanding 


in this reſpect; ſo that the Chriſtian man 


is frequently a contradiction to himſelf. 

2. If a perſon is indeed fo mean, ſo 
Heu and brutal, as to place his 
delight in eating and drinking, he ſhall be 
ſure to find a worm at the root of his gourd; 
ſuch a worm as ſhall be like wormwood 
mixed with his deareſt delights, and as bad 
as the gall of aſps, envenoming his choi- 


ceſt pleaſures. His taſte will become ſo 


viciated, that he can ſeldom have ſatisfac- 
- tion in what he does enjoy, and: will be 


conſtantly pining after ſomething which 


he cannot compals.z or what he has, ſhall 
lack of the reliſn which he wiſhed. it to be 
attended with. The fault, which lies in the 

deprivation of his own taſte, will be laid 

on the cook; and the epicurean ſhall 
rarely, M at all, have the pleaſure of cat- 
n ing 
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mg ſo as to gratify an healthy hunger. As 


. a certain writer ſays, ſuch people preſs na- 
1 ture with over-weighty burdens at once; 
ho and before ſhe has had time to finiſh her 
: buſineſs of concoction, they load the ſto- 
e mach afreſh; ſo that ſqueamiſhneſs is ſure 
ap to enſue. Then they flee. to the dram 
: bottle, to keep down the riſing fumes, and 
h, help nature to do her work; being in herſelf 
ut inadequate to the taſk impoſed on her“. 
n- Beſides the vaſt train of diſeaſes which ariſe 
ng from intemperance, which -muſt make the 
lan life of the voluptuary a burden to himſelf, 
and the inactivity for buſineſs, which is 
ſo neceſſarily conſequent upon it, muſt ex- 


his poſe him, if not paſt feeling, to the per- 
petual gripings of an uneaſy conſcience. 
3. Should the fruit of the body be grant- 
ed, to ſatisfy an inordinate deſire for pro- 
creation, it may not happen that children 
are given for the parents comfort, or the 
fruit of the body for his laſting pleaſure, 
Rachel cannot live unleſs ſhe has children; 
but when God gives her her deſire, ſne 
cannot live to enjoy them. Rachel dies as 
ſoon as Benjamin is born; and he, inſtead 
of being the ſon of her pleaſure, proves 
the ſon of her ſorrow: Bzx-onr. Abra- 
ham, who had ſo long waited for children, 
bad but little comfort in his Iſhmael, the: 
* Sir Walter Raleigh, * 
| ſon 
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fon of the bond-woman, © Iſaac and Re- 
bekah were weary. of their lives, becauſe 
of Eſay's connection with the daughters of 
Heth. David bad a numerous family of 
children, but in few of them he had the 
comfort of a parent. Diſorders reigned 
amongſt them. Uncleanneſs, ambition, 
and murder, greatly obtained, and made 
awful inroads amongſt the children of the 
king. What care for their welfare? What 
fear for their miſcarriage? And what real 
aflition for their actual miſconduct, do 
frequently tear the boſom. of the thinking 
parent? Enough at leaſt to ſhew, that 
true ſatisfaction is not to be had under this 
gourd; and that he who has high expec- 
tations from his children, is in great dan- 
ger of being miſerably diſappointed. Not 
to mention the moſt grievous diſtreſs which 
ſame parents fall under, through the ſtub- 
bornneſs, rebellion, and looſe profligate 
conduct of their children, which brings 
down their grey hairs with ſorrow to the 
grove. In this fenſe many children, in- 
ad of being a comfort to them, are ac- 
tually the murderers of their parents. On 
the whole, I think, common obſervation 
will warrant me to conclude, that our con- 
nections in life yield as much pain and dil- 
quiet on one hand, as they do pleaſure and 

_ delight on the other. | 

4. The 


\ 
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4. The eſteem of mankind, whether 
prophane or religious, yields but a very 
uncomfortable ſhadow to thoſe who delight 
in it. It is obtained, perhaps, with great 
difficulty; and not lets difficult to retain. 
Fleeting and precarious in its nature, often 


withheld from the man of merit, and con- 


ferred on the worthleſs, Who would va- 
lue that ill judging voice, which prefers 
Barrabas the murderer, to the Saviour of 
finners; which careſſeth murdering and 
deſtructive Saul, whilſt it perſecutes and 
puniſhes the e apoſtle? Had the 
prophet Jonah been leſs tenacious of pub- 


lic eſteem, he had been more obedient to 


his God; his name and memory had been 
tranſmitted down to poſterity in the ſacred 
annals, with far greater advantage and 
luſtre. Were Chriſtian people to be 
more ſtrict in their enquiries after the 
will of their God, as revealed in the word, 
and leſs cautious about the approbation or 
diſapprobation of the public, their lives 
would, in general, be proportionably more 
uſeful; and their ſouls would poſſeſs a 


richer experience of that divine peace of 
God, which paſſeth all underſtanding. But 


an undue regard to the public voice, in 
matters of religion, is ſure to be the pa- 
rent of error, of leanneſs and barrennefs 


of foul. As in an equal proportion to the 


credit 
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credit, or diſcredit we give to human teſti- 


mony, we. honour or. diſhonour the Re- 


deemer, it cannot be at all thought ſtrange 
if he ſend. barrenneſs of ſoul where he is 
moſt diſhonoured, Nothing ſeems. more 
natural; nothing can be more reaſonably 
expected. FE 
5. When people, join themſelves to a 
church of Chriſt, they are apt to. form 
very high, and very unjuſt expectations; 
as if the militant church were compoſed of 
perfect and ſinleſs beings, rather than im- 
perfect beings, who in many things offend, 
and who, in all they do, come ſhort of 
the glory of God. Hence it happens 
their diſappointment is frequently great; 
and ſome people, on the diſcovery of im- 
perfect conduct in churches, are ready to 
wiſh they never had given themſelves up 
as members; not conſidering the true end 
of church fellowſhip. It is an inſtitution 
deſigned only for imperfect men and wo- 
men, and which could in reality be of no uſe 
to them had they attained, ot were already 
erfect. He that is perfect can walk alone; 
be that can walk alone has no need of a. 
companion; and therefore there is a neceſ- 
ſity, from the very. nature of its conſtitu- 
tion, that the believing church ſhould be 
imperfe& in, its. members; — 
g 2 | hey 
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they err exceedingly, who expect perfec- 
tion from the church below. 

It appears not to me, that thoſe who ex- 
pect to eſcape trouble by being admitted 
into church communion, have a right view 
of the ſubject. Our leading view ought 
to be, to receive and impart more liberal - 
ly, and this will lead to a taking up the 
croſs even in church communion ; and I 
am either greatly miſtaken, or it is there 
where the croſs is principally to be expect- 
ed, in theſe days of external peace and le- 
gal protection. Norought we to think it 
at all'ftrange, 'that many things ſhould turn 
up difagreeable from the ſpirit of chriſ- 


nanity. For were it not fo, to what pur- 


poſe ſhould we be admoniſhed to bear 
with and to forbear one another. If the 
conduct of a church, in all its members, 
were indeed uniformly conſiſtent with 
the ſpirit and commands of the adoreable 
Jeſus, there would be nothing to bear, no 
exerciſe for a forbearing diſpoſition; no 
exerciſe for God - like forgiveneſs. | 

6. Nor'is 3 of our own procuring 


productive of a more ſalutary ſhadow to 


thoſe who ſet under it. This, as Ephraim's 
goodneſs, is like the morning cloud and 
early dew which paſſeth away. Our obe- 
dience is praiſe worthy, when {pringing 
from goſpel motives; but if in any 
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the ground of our dependance, it becomes 
an antichriſt, and all the peace derived 


from it is doomed to deſtruction. 
Loung converts in particular, are very 


apt to place too much dependance on their 


duties, frames, and diſpoſitions; as theſe 
are good, their peace and comfort are 
ſtrong; as bad, they wither and decline. 
The beſt endeavours to pleaſe; the moſt 
ſacred inſtitution, if truſted in, prove no 
better than a temporary gourd, ſoon grown 
and ſoon withered. | ro 

_ God will by no means have crea- 
tures dignified, with any dignity beſides 


that with which he himſelf is pleaſed to 


inveſt them. He hath purpoſed to ſtain 
the pride of all fleſh, and to lay creature 
glory low in the duſt. He will teach his 

eople, how ſtubborn ſoever, to obey ; and 
12 much attached to creature de- 
lights, to live upon himſelf. He is de- 
termined to have all the glory of his peo- 


ples dependance and ſupport, and has 


therefore prepared a worm at the root of 
every gourd, in which they are apt to 


If place their truſt, and from whence they de- 


rive a temporary delight: ſo that by blaſt- 
ing their gourds, he may bring them to 
delight in himſelf, and take up their reſt 


under the ſhadow of his Almighty wings. 


Hence all the afflictions, loſſes, tempta- 
h | tions 
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tions and croſſes of the Lord's people; 
for theſe come not by chance; they 
ſpring not of themſelves out of the dry 
ground; they are kindly ordained, to pro- 
mote the divine life in your ſouls, and to 
foſter them up for heaven, the inheritance 
to which they are predeſtinated. | 

There being then a worm prepared at 
the root of every gourd, and as'a late 
author“ obſerves, a crook in every lot, it 
may now be expedient to point out to my 
reader, a certain antidote againſt the poi- 
ſon of this canker worm, which is the 

III. Thing to be attended to. In ge- 
neral one would ſuppoſe, were we not 
acquainted with the plague of man's de- 
praved heart, that the following things 
would be antidote ſufficient, if properly 
attended to. 

1. The vanity, emptineſs and uncer- 
tainty of worldly riches. They ſeldom 
ſerve for any other purpoſe to the proprie- 
tor, beſides puffing him up with a fond 
opinion of his own importance, and in- 
dulging him in gratifying his vain ambi- 
tion, of lording it over thoſe whom Pro- 
vidence has put off with a more ſcant 
meaſure, of What the world calls g od. 
The very owner finds them empty, even 
in the enjoyment. All that he has, till 
| - *- Boſton on Divine Sovereignty. 
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to a level with the country curate of 201, 95 


dow his head on à level with the ſtarved 


eaves room for more; and every new 


gratification leaves the ſoul. empty, hat 
Nor are they more certain than ſatisfac- Ch 
tory z: for they make to themſelves wings — 


and flee away; flee away neyer to return; 
Hee away ſo as to leave nothing behind ker 
them, but the ſa& remembrance that they 
were. once enjoyed. How much better 
to be intereſted in heavenly riches, than inp 
to enjoy thoſe that are only temporary. | 

2. All temporal honours vaniſh in the I 
grave, Where diſtinctions are no longer Pry 
known. There the mitred ptelate is reduced 


annum. The imperial monarch lays 


beggar z and the fineſt lady is no higher (MW -_ © 
than che village damſel, unleſs indeed ſhe W ©"! 
obtain this ſorry pre- eminence; ** to rot ger 
in ſtate . All are duſt; all ſhall return xd 
to duſt, through the way of nauſeous pu- * 
trifaction. No art nor care can poſſibly Em 
evade that dire, tremendous ſentence. wy, 
„ Duſt thou art, and to duſt ſhalt thou Fer 
e 
+ $+ God unites natural relations, not ia 5 P. 
an indidoluble, but in a diſſolveable rela- phys | 
tion; all gourds of this kind grow up in- {ae 5 
tentionally to wither. Therefore thoſe God. 
that are married, ought to be as though for e 
they. were not married, And thoſe Tra 60 — 
3 ave I 
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have children, as although they had none* 
Children in particular are certain cares, 
and hut very uncertain comforts; given to 
be taken away, and very often better ta- 
ken away than ſpared. So that God has 
written vanity on every creature delight; 
and he that tries the whole circle of crea- 
ture enjoyments moſt, ſhall find them to 
be but vexation of $; A truth, to which 
my judgment readily ſubſcribes, but to 
which my affections can hardly be won to 
fubmit. Though bruiſed in a mortar with 
a _ amongſt wheat, like Solomon's 
took, yet. does net my: fooliſhneſs depart 

But fomerhing mare effectual than theſe 
conſiderations, pertinent as they may be, 
may yet be propofed. Not, indeed, un- 
der the notion of a gourd, but of a ſtable 
oak, which can withftand the moſt violent 


tempeft. Not a ſhrub of a dwarfiſh ſta- 


ture, but a tall cedar, which overtops 
every hazy cloud, and lifts itſelf above the 
convulfirons of the atmoſphere. Not an 
empty ſhadow, like that of Jonab's gourd; 
but a fubſtantial and ever. during ſhadow, 
under which. you may with pleaſure and 
lafety take your everlaſting repoſe. My 
God, may this ſhadow be my only refuge 
for ever and ever! May my ſoul defire no 
lanftuary but this! From this alone may I 
vi „„ derive 
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_ derive all my enjoyments! In this alone 
have perpetual delight, 


1. The love of God, the free ſponta- 
neous and ſovereign love, in which he 
himſelf externally reſts with ineffable com- 
placency, may well be underſtood as a 


ſuitable, a ſafe and permanent reſt for his 


people. This is very far from being like 
herd gourd, the leaves of which could 
reak the intenſe rays of the ſun; and the 


ſtreaming eaſt wind, but very partially from 


his temporary booth. This is as walls of 
ſalvation on every quarter, a ſhicld encom- 


"paſſing round about, leaving noavenueopen, 


no place unguarded. Hence he that dwel- 


leth in this ſecret place ſhall abide con- 


tinually under the ſhadow of the Al- 
mighty *, and there be ſafe forever and ever. 
.. .Fonab's gourd. was vulnerable even to 


- 


the ſtroke of a worm; but all the power 


of the old dragon, all the venom of com- 
85 plicated guiltineſs could not make the leaſt 


impreſſion on the love of Jehovah, This, 
effectually ſecures its dependants from all 
that, with any propriety, may be called 
evil;z this engages, in behalf of its refu- 
gees, every perſon, every perfection of 


detty. © - ö 


Jonab's gourd was of ſhort duration ; 


it iprang-upin one night, and withered in 
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another. A fit and ſtriking emblem of the 
Arminian re 
God to mankind, as ſuſpe 
eonditions, to be by them performed and 


Which ſprings up tn a night (when they 


obey) and withers in a night when they 
fall in their performances. But the love 
of God is from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
immutably the ſame, without beginning or 
end, 1ncapable of decay. So he fays him- 
elf“ ; „I have loved thee with an ever- 
Jaſting love ;” 7. e. with a love that had 

ezinning, according to the primary 
Sf the Ford wh 


may have end, can with no propriety: be 
called everlaſting. i 
2. The obedience, death, and refurrec- 


tion of ſeſus, the finners ſubſtitute, is 


the ſhadow of a great rock, and not of a 
feeble gourd. Broad and extenfive to fur- 


ni room for every comer; hence him- 


ſelf declares, That of all that come to 


him he will in no wiſe caſt out.“ Upon 


no conſideration whatever, If even as 
vile as polluted Magdalene, and as guilty 
as bloody Manaſſeb. Why fhould he, ſee- 
ing that yet there is room under his ſalu- 
tary thadow; room for all, that ſhall ſeck 
pte and ſalvation through his name? To 

D 3 5 turn 


preſentation of the love of 
nded on certain 


the word; with a love that ſnall 
never end; for that which ſhall have, or 
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turn away a poor periſhing ſinner, calli 
on him for 1 — 9 argue a — 
of room under his ſhadow to hide from 
danger; of power in his arm to ſave from 
deſtruction; of virtue in his blood to 
atone and cleanſe; and of merit in his 
righteouſneſs to juſtify 3 which never can 
be the caſe with him whoſe worky. are all 
perfection. 
It was under this reviving 9. the 
longing ſpouſe ſat down with ſuch great 
delight“. She fat down, there to take 
up her final abode. She found him to be 
à tabernacle for a ſhadow in the day- time 
from the heat, a place of refuge, a covert 
from the ſtorm and from 1 Wich 
equal pleaſure and delight does the belie ver 
fit under the covert of the Redeemer's 
blood and righteouſneſs, when he can fcc 
his fins blotted; out as a. cloud, and as a 
thick cloud his iniquities. His perſon jul- 
tified freely from all things, delivered from 
condemnation to all eternity, entitled to 
the felicity of heaven and glory. No 
heart but his own, can conceive the revi- 
ving delights. experienced in theſe halcyon 


days of ncarneſs to Jeſus, whoſe = 


{ome ſhadow ; ſp:eads vigour. through the 
whole foul,” and gives M* . ene to 
he rte a 
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Far from being like our own obedience 
* goodneſs of frame, which is like the 

ng cloud; the virtue of this is ever- 
Eating ſtingly effectual. from the beginning to 
the end. Under this life-giving ſhadow, 
the patriarchs and prophets reſted with as 
much ſecurity” as the modern | believer 
does. What it was to believers in the 
apoſtolic days, it is to us now and what 
it is to us, it will be to all comers, even to : 
the end of time. | 4} 

- Ceaſe then, O believer, ceaſe from tem- 
porary gourds. Call back thy wandering 
affections from tranſitory objects, and fit 
down with the ſpouſe under the ſhadow of 
thy only Lord and Saviour. Here is reſt, 
peace and pleaſure ; here is everlaſting and. 
ever-growing delight: but in the world all 
is uncertainty, all is diſappointment. No- 
bappineſs, no laſting ſatisfaction is to he 
expected, but in a living entirely upon Je- 
ſus, as our delightful portion, as well as. 
all- ſufficient Saviour from ſin, and its tre- 
mendous conſequences. Whoever, there- 
fore, deſires refined delight and happineſs 
without a ſting, let him turn in hither, 


turn in under this adorable ſhadow, for 


et there is room. Koom even for you, 
vile, how wicked ſoever you have 
deen; bow. Ar how deſperately 
| | 5 wicked 


Fine. 
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wicked ſoever you may find the preſent 
frame of your hearts to be. 
Fu Ta re © men, { call; and my voice 
is to thoſe whoſe hearts are carried away 
by the things that are ſeen; who, conceive 
of no higher felicity chan that ariſing 
from ſenſual gratification. | Your truſt 
alas? is placed in fruitlefs gourds z. your 
pleaſanteſt morſel is but the food of 
Shall 1 prevail with you, as ra- 
tional beings, a little to reflect on your ſi- 
tuation? Get the whole world in all its 
imagpinary excellencies, what will it proft 
vou without an intereſt in the love of 
God. Hell was not the leſs hot and dread- 
= to de arted Dives, on account of his 
ied a rich man, and becaufe his 
| OY was rotting in fate. 
If the world "has your hearty, you are 
"of. it, and being of it, what can you ex- 
pect but to periſh with itz, for it, and all 
its lovers, are doomed to deſtruction, 
from which none can reſcue. Dreadful 
beyond conception muſt be the death of 
che worldling, robbed of all, upon which 
his heart was ſet, of all which he deemed 
valuable and worth his attention. Death 
.yobs, without remorſe or pity, the rich 


man of his- wealth, the ambitious of his 
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pleaſure; lodges them all where dark- 
nels and deſpair for ever triumph. On 
the other hand, what felicity muſt death 
be to the faint, the ſinner, whofe only de- 
pendance is Jeſus? It takes off every 
oke, and unbinds every fetter. It frees 
bin from. every thing that may properly 
be called evil; and puts him in poſſeſſion 
of all that is good and defireable. 

One thing, and only one ſeems indiſ- 
penſibly requiſite to true happineſs; and 
that one thing, whatever it be, muſt be of a 
durable nature, mult be ſuch as will bear 
the dependance of the needy, . of the 
weary ſpirit. The apoſtles could df 
py, without poſſeſſing ſilver and gold: 
the worthies celebrated by the author to 
the Hebrews could be happy, thoꝰ cloathed 
in ſheep's ſkins and in goat's ſkins, though 
their beſt apartments were the dens and 
caves of the unworthy earth, and though 
all mankind were their enemies. Happy 
becauſe Gop was their TRUST, and CnurisT 
was their SALVATION. An intereſt in the 
bleſſed Immanuel, poſſeſſion of the divine 
life, knowledge of the loving kindneſs 


of our God and Maker, are neceſſary to 


our living comfortably and dying with 
triumph; neceſſary to our well being in 
this, and in the future world. Without 
theſe, we had better been ſtrangled in the 

birth, 


— —— . OY Wt 4 
- 


— 


46 The CANKER WORM. 
birth, or dropped into the grave from our 
mother's breaſts; better that we had never 
been brought into exiſtence; for who 
amoneſt us, alas! can dwell with devour- 
ing flames? Who can endure everlaſting 
| burmngs ; as all muſt do who die ſtrangers 
to Chriſtand his falvation. But to be born 
of the ſpirit, ro be converted by grace, 
implies a right and title to every immunity 
of the children, every bleſſing of a well 
ordered covenant; ſecures to the ſoul the 
poſſeſſion of durable riches and righteouſ- 
neſs ;. fecures the adminiſtration of an en- 
trance into the joys of paradiſe, and a man- 
fron in heaven, where Te are pleaſures 
for evermore. 
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